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NordGen IT & Documentation section is responsible for the documentation of genetic resources under NordGen. The documentation context can be seen as three layers: Databases in the base, applications on top of them and the users of the information at the top. As the demands from the user level changes we must adapt our systems. This can be done by developing new databases and applications, improving and adapting the existing ones and by opening up systems to new groups of users.
Our main documentation application today is SESTO which is a web-based system. The data in our databases is for the most part information on cereals originating from breeders – a heritage of our time as the Nordic Gene Bank. The information in SESTO is almost entirely updated by NordGen staff.

In NordGen we have decided on increased focus on new target groups, drawn from the general public (this could be schools, hobby growers, organisations and other interested persons), and increased focus on scope of information, of interest to these new groups. Some examples on the way are web-portals on Danish and Swedish apple varieties, including a searchable key to characteristics of a variety.
To get more data of interest to the general public, data representing historic plants and cultural heritage, we need to collect this data and structure it, and we might need to open up our databases to input and editing from users outside of NordGen. This brings about specific challenges, namely questions on sources and their reliability, references and correctness of data, questions on structuring of data to make it easily available to searches, and questions on system security.

NordGen IT & documentation would like to cooperate together with interested parties in an informal idea-group to find out how we best can move on together from here.

